
 

 
Daniel A. Reed 

Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs 
   201 Presidents Circle, Room 205 · Salt Lake City, Utah 84112-9007 · 801-581-5057  

 
December 8, 2020 

 
 
 
SUBJECT: President of KISTI (Dr. Soonwook Hwang) 
 

I am writing in strong support of Dr. Hwang’s candidacy for President of the Korea Institute of Science 

and Technology Information (KISTI).  I have known Dr. Hwang for many years, beginning with his work 

on computational grids as a graduate student at USC, where he worked with one of my collaborators, 

Professor Carl Kesselman.   

Since then, I have watched Dr. Hwang emerge as one of the world’s foremost leaders in computational 

science and high-performance computing (HPC).  He is widely respected as a researcher in HPC, 

reflected not only by his publication record in international conferences and journals, but also by his 

participation and leadership in the global HPC community.  He is one of the “go to” individuals for 

insights and perspectives, not only about advanced computing developments in Asia, but as a thoughtful 

shaper of global HPC policies and technology practices. His leadership in KISTI’s deployment of advanced 

computing systems has also elevated KISTI’s profile. 

In an increasingly global science and technology enterprise, Dr. Hwang’s connections to other leaders – 

in Japan, China, Europe, and the United States – are major assets for KISTI and its intellectual pursuits.  I 

believe building on these connections can only benefit KISTI as it continues to crafting pillars of 

excellence in advanced computing and information technologies. 

I would be remiss if I did not also comment on Dr. Hwang’s leadership skills.  I have regularly seen him 

participate as an equal with some of the world’s more esteemed and powerful figures in computational 

science.  In complex situations requiring delicacy and diplomacy, I have been impressed by his ability to 

navigate among competing personal agendas and personalities, finding common ground while artfully 

making his own perspectives understood. 

In summary, I believe Dr. Hwang is precisely the kind of leader who can build on KISTI’s success and 

elevate the institution to new heights.  He has my highest recommendation for the KISTI Presidency. 

 
Regards, 

 
 
Daniel A. Reed 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs (Provost) 
Professor of Computer Science & Electrical and Computer Engineering 
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